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As a child, Suzy Dalton grew
up listening to Ella Fitzgerald
and Sarah Vaughan.

“My parents were big jazz
fans, so I was raised with jazz,”
Dalton said. “That was my first
musical love, and I always had
that urge to explore the genre
at some point.”

Music was a part of Dalton’s
life but not one she planned to
pursue as a career. After earn-
ing a college degree in psy-
chobiology, Dalton was study-
ing to be an addictions coun-
selor when she met country
band leader Pat Garrett.

“Pat was looking for a singer
and he heard me singing casu-
ally and asked me to sing for
the Pat Garrett Band,” she said.
“Soon after that, the band lost
its bass player and I asked Pat
to teach me the bass. I sang and
played the bass for 10 years
with the band. We had the op-
portunity to open for Johnny
Cash and George Jones and we
went to Nashville quite a few
times to play.”

But Dalton always had a love
of jazz, and three years ago a
stint as a fill-in bass player for
local blues band Mr. Z and The
Nightshift sparked her interest
in returning to her jazz roots.

“Jazz is all about improvisa-

tion, it’s much more complex
than country,” she said. “It’s
much more difficult, but I felt I
had a handle on it because I felt
I had a personal background in
it.

“My biggest influence has
been Sarah Vaughan. She scats
and has fabulous range. I just
love what she does with a song.
I’ve also been very inspired by
Diana Krall.”

Dalton said that through
meeting people at Gerald
Veasley’s Jazz Base at the Sher-
aton Reading Hotel, she put to-
gether a band and started get-
ting the bookings.

Her first shows will be part
of the Berks Jazz Fest, starting
Wednesday at 8 p.m. at the
Peanut Bar in downtown Read-
ing and then Saturday, April 5,
at 7 p.m. at the YR Club in
Wyomissing.

She’ll be joined at the
Peanut Bar by George Grund
on piano, Steve Meashey on
bass, Paul Miller on drums,
Bob “Doc” Mulligan on trom-
bone and Pete Souders on sax.

Playing at the YR Club will
be Andy Roberts on piano,
Meashey on bass, Ed Stalosky
on drums and Souders on sax. 

They will rely heavily on tra-

ditional jazz standards, includ-
ing a few in French, Portuguese
and Italian.

“I’ve been studying French
for many years and I sing sever-
al songs in French, including
‘La Vie En Rose,’ which I used
to sing in the country show and
it always got a great response,”
Dalton said. “I saw Eartha Kitt
sing in different languages at
one of her shows and I thought
it added a nice element to the
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Dalton continues on 7

If you go
Events: Berks Jazz Fest concerts featuring Suzy Dalton and Her

Quartet
When and where: 8 p.m. Wednesday at the Peanut Bar, 332 Penn

St., and 7 p.m. April 5 at the YR Club, South Parkside Drive and
Thrush Road, Wyomissing.

Phone: For information or reservations, call the Peanut Bar at 610-
376-8500 and the YR Club at 610-376-1303.

Web: www.berksjazzfest.com, www.suzydalton.com



show. I speak French and I can
understand the others enough

to know what I’m singing about.”
Dalton said she’s not actively

seeking a record deal, but she
will have a CD available Tues-
day on her Web site and also at

her performances.
“There are 10 songs, jazz and

swing and blues, just vocals
and guitar or piano,” she said.
“I got Ken Gehret to play guitar,
and Andy Roberts on piano,
both fabulous musicians.

“I’m very excited (about
jazz),” she said. “After the Jazz
Fest shows, I’ll focus on putting
my show together and, once I
have everything finalized, I’ll
seek more bookings. I really
have an eye to expand into Har-
risburg and Lancaster. But if I
could sing in Paris, my life will
be complete.”

■ E-mail correspondent Stephanie
Caltagirone at entertainment@
readingeagle.com.
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Suzy Dal-
ton, long-
time
bassist
and singer
for the Pat
Garrett
Band,
makes her
jazz
singing
debut on
Wednes-
day night
at the
Peanut
Bar in
downtown
Reading.
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